CHEM 300 : Literature of Chemistry

                            
Name: _______________________________________
Fall 2016 Library Instruction 
Comparing Science Database Features
	
	PubMed @ CSUSM
	Wiley Online Library
	ACS

	Subject Scope (e.g. History, Biology, Chemistry, Literature, Sociology, etc.?)

	
	
	

	Format Scope 

(e.g. Journal articles, book chapters,etc.)
	
	
	

	Years Covered (What is the oldest article in the database? Does it have the most recent articles from 2016?)

	
	
	

	Who maintains it?

	
	
	

	Can you use Boolean Operators? (AND / OR / NOT)

	
	
	

	Search Options / Limits
(most useful if there are many)

	
	
	

	Unique and useful features? Something that’s confusing? 


	
	
	


CHEM 300 Library Journal Articles Assignment 
1. Write a sentence describing what you need to find. Circle the key terms / main ideas.
2. Create a search using at least one of the strategies we learned today (and / or, “phrase searching”, truncat*).

3. Look for some articles on your topic. What are some words from that database’s controlled vocabulary that might help you find more articles on the same topic? (ex – MeSH for PubMed, Keywords in ACS and Wiley). 
Database searched: __________________________________________________________________________

Keyterms: 

4. Find one full-text, peer-reviewed journal article on your topic using any of the databases we looked at today.  Write down the article information below.  If it’s useful to you, download / save the article.
Author(s): ___________________________________________________________________


Date: _______________________________________________________________________

Article Title: __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Journal Title: _________________________________________________________________

Volume: ____________ 
Pages: ______________
DOI:____________________
5. Reflect on this process in a couple of sentences. 
How was searching for journal articles different from looking for background information? How was it similar?

What purpose do journal articles serve in your research process? How is this different from / similar to how you use books and information you found on the open web for research?

